\ 



9 



PATENT 
450100-03609 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Applicants 
Serial No. 
Filed 
For 



Yoshizumi MANO et al. 
10/001, 766 
October 31, 2001 

INFORMATION PROCESSING APPARATUS, METHOD, AND 
SYSTEM, CONTENT SALES SYSTEM AND METHOD, 
TRANSACTION ASSISTING SYSTEM AND METHOD, SERVICE 
PROVIDING SYSTEM AND METHOD, AND RECORDING MEDIUM 



Art Unit 



2161 



745 Fifth Avenue 

New York, New York 10151 

Tel. (212) 588-0800 



I hereby certify that this correspondence 
is being deposited with the United States 
Postal Service as first class mail in an 
envelope addressed to: 
Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, 
Alexandria, VA 22313-U50, on April 5. 2004 



Gordon Kessler« Reg. No. 38.511 
J^ame of Applicant, ^signee or 
Reafstere 




RECBVEO 
©ROUP 



Date of Signature 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
UNDER 37 C.F.R. 1.97(b) 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

In compliance with the duty of disclosure set forth in 
37 C.F.R. 1.56, applicants are filing this Information Disclosure 
Statement and the accompanying form PTO-144 9 along with copies of 
the prior art therein identified. Such prior art has come to the 

J:\SONY\03609\IDS-GK.97B (WSF:GK:fm) 1 



PATENT 
450100-03609 

attention of applicants by being cited in a Search Report issued 
in the corresponding European application on February 23, 2004. 
So far as applicants are aware, this information Disclosure 
Statement is being filed before the mailing date of the first 
Office Action on the merits. 

The filing of this Information Disclosure Statement is 
not an admission that the documents identified herein constitute 
prior art to the present application. 

Please charge any fees incurred by the filing of this 
document or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 50- 
0320. . 

Respectfully submitted, 

FROMMER LAWRENCE & HAUG LLP 
Attorneys for Applicants 

/y^ordon kJs^^t^^ 

I / Reg. No. 3 8,511 

^ Tel. (212) 588-0800 



J:\SONY\03609\IDS-GK.97B {WSF:GK:fm) 




Based on Form PT0-1449^%^« TDi^?i€^^ 
(3/90) m/vu^ 



LIST OF REFERENCES CITED BY APPLICANT 
(Use several sheets if necessary) 



ATTY. DOCKET NO. 
450100-03609 



SERIAL NO. 
10/001,766 



APPLICANT 

Yoshizumi MANO et al. 



FILING DATE 
October 31, 2001 



GROUP 
2161 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



E)(AMINER 
INITIAL 



DOCUMENT NUMBER 



DATE 



NAME 



CLASS 



SUBCLASS 



FILING DATE IF 
APPROPRIATE 



AA 



US 5 991 306 



11/23/99 



Burns et al. 



AB 



AC 



AD 



AE 



AF 



AG 



BEGBVliO 

hVH 1 2 M04 



AH 



Al 



AJ 



AK 



FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 







DOCUMENT NUMBER 


DATE 


COUNTRY 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 


TRANSLATION 
YES NO 




AL 


WO 00 48375 


08/17/00 


PCT 












AM 


















AN 


















AO 


















AP 

















OTHER PRIOR ART (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etc.) 



AQ 



KOHL U ET AL: "SAFEGUARDING DIGITAL LIBRARY CONTENTS AND USERS//PROTECTING DOCUMENTS RATHER THAN 
CHANNELS", D-LIB MAGAZINE, CORPORATION FOR NATIONAL RESEARCH INITIATIVES, RESTON, VA, US, PAGE(S) 
1-8 XP002908258 
ISSN: 1082-9873 



ROYTMAN A ET AL: "DVS: a system for distribution and management of global video on demand services" 

MULTIMEDIA COMPUTING AND SYSTEMS, 1999. IEEE INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON FLORENCE, ITALY 7-11 JUNE 

1999, LOS ALAMITOS, CA, USA, IEEE COMPUT. SOC, US, 7 June 1999 (1999-06-07), pages 343-346, 

XP010519411 

ISBN: 0-7695-0253-9 



EXAMINER 



DATE CONSIDERED 



EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through 
citation if pot in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 



J:\SONY\03609\IDS-GK. 97B (WSF:GK:fm) 



